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Sewing projectS for the home is a great way to give 
your home an inexpensive makeover. new pillows or a throw 
can brighten up a living room, a simple table runner can dress 
up a plain table, and a quilt or duvet cover can modernize a 
bedroom. And the best thing of all is that these projects are 
all easy to sew, even for beginners!  All it takes is some great 
fabric, simple sewing techniques, and you can customize your 
home décor in no time. these projects also make great gifts!

we have collected some of our favorite home décor sew-
ing projects to personalize your home. these easy-to-sew 
home décor patterns feature interesting design details that 
make them fun to sew.  with projects featuring appliqué, 
ribbon embellishment, pleats, and patchwork, you’ll have fun 
sewing for the home while learning new techniques. 
Douppioni silk table runner combine traditional 
fabric piecing techniques with nontraditional quilt fabrics in 
this easy-to-sew table runner pattern. 
India Cotton Duvet Cover + Pillow shams take an 
inexpensive indian block-printed sheet and transform it into 
an exotic bed set. plus learn how to make a duvet cover that 
can be customized to any size.    
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Denim throw Denim’s weight and generous width makes 
it perfect for a cozy throw or coverlet. the appliquéd fabric 
graphics make it one of our most creative quilt patterns.
Chrysanthemum Pillow Sewing pillows is easy when 
you start with beautiful silk fabric and add a ruffled flower 
centerpiece made from ribbon yarn.
Cute-as-a-Button Pillow Learn how to sew a pillow in 
no time when you combine linen, button details, and simple 
knife pleats for a stylish room accent. 

You’ll love making these pillow, quilt, duvet, and table 
runner patterns and have fun customizing them in your 
own unique way. So pull out some fabric and get started sew-
ing home décor today!

happy Sewing,

tricia waddell
editor in chief, Stitch magazine

http://interweavestore.com
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douppioni silk  
table runner
Combine traditional fabric 
piecing techniques with non-
traditional quilt fabrics. Mixing 
colors and textures and vary-
ing the sizes of the patchwork 
pieces provides more visual 
interest and allows you to cus-
tomize the runner.  

Other SupplieS
—Thread to match border fabric
—Rotary cutter and self-healing mat
—Clear acrylic ruler
—Knitting needle or point turner 
—Handsewing needle
—Pressing cloth 

FiniShed Size
62¾" x 13" (160 x 33 cm)

nOteS
—All seam allowances are ¼" (6 mm) unless 
otherwise noted.
—Adjust the tension on your sewing machine 
for stitching on lightweight silk and rayon 
fabric to avoid puckering. Practice on a piece 
of scrap fabric before you begin this project. 
—Be sure to cut all pieces on the straight 
grain of the fabric. Because of the visual na-
ture of douppioni silk, it will be obvious if your 
pieces were not cut on the straight grain. 

Cut the FabriC
1 Cut a piece of interfacing 63½" x 13½"  
(161.5 x 34.5 cm). Set aside.
2 Cut at least 10 fabric pieces from the five 
various silks for the center of the table runner. 
Vary the length of each square for visual inter-
est. The center patchwork panel measures a 

total of 57½" x 7¾" (146 x 19.5 cm) before add-
ing the outer borders, so make sure the width of 
your pieces remains constant at 7¾" (19.5 cm). 
When cutting your pieces, make sure the longer 
measurements run along the crosswise grain of 
the fabric (perpendicular to the selvedge). The 
various pieces shown here measure 6½" x 7¾" 
(16.5 x 19.5 cm); 6"  x 7¾" (15 x 19.5 cm) (cut 2); 
6¾" x 7¾" (17 x 19.5 cm) (cut 2); 7¼" x 7¾" (18.5 
x 19.5 cm); 5¾" x 7¾" (14.5 x 19.5 cm); 5¼" x 7 
¾" (13.5 x 19.5 cm); 4¾" x 7¾" (12 x 19.5 cm); 
and 7½" x 7¾" (19 x 19.5 cm).
3From the main border fabric, cut two 41" x 
3¾" (106.5 x 9.5 cm) strips, two 22" x 3¾" (56 x 
9.5 cm) strips, and two 3" x 7¾" (7.5 x 19.5 cm) 
strips. Make sure the longer measurements 
run along the crosswise grain of the fabric 
(perpendicular to the selvedge). 

pieCe FabriC
4With the interfacing flat on your work surface, 
center the 3" x 7¾" (7.5 x 19.5 cm) border fabric 
strip down, right side up and flush with the outer 
left-hand edge of the interfacing. Pin in place.  
5Stitch the strip to the interfacing along the 
outer edge, backstitching to secure. 
6Working from left to right, position your first 
center patchwork piece on top of the border 
strip, with right sides together and the right 
edges aligned. Stitch along the right-hand edge 
with a ¼" (6 mm) seam allowance. Press the 
seam flat. 
7Repeat Step 6 with each patchwork piece 
until you reach the final border strip on the 
right end of the runner. Repeat Step 5 to stitch 
the right side of the final border strip to the 
interfacing.  
8Stitch a 41" x 3¾" (106.5 x 9.5 cm) border strip 
to a 22" x 3¾" (56 x 9.5 cm) border strip, with 
right sides together, along one of the short ends 
and press the seam flat. Then, with right sides 
together, stitch the strip along one side of the 
pieced center panel. Repeat the entire step with 
the remaining border strips for the other side. 

Make runner baCking
9Cut 2 pieces of rayon backing fabric, one 
measuring 43" x 13¾" (109 x 35 cm) and the 
other measuring 22¼" x 13 ¾" (56.5 x 35 cm).
0 Line up the rayon strips along two of the 13 
¾" (35 cm) widths, with right sides together, 
and stitch the two strips together to make one 
long piece measuring 65¼" x 13¾" (166 x 35 
cm). 
-With right sides together, sew the rayon 
backing to the front of the runner, leaving a 5" 
(12.5 cm) opening at one end for turning the 
runner right side out.  
=Trim the seam allowance diagonally across 
each of the corners without cutting too close to 
the stitching. This will help the corners turn out 
neatly. Press the seams flat.
qTurn the runner right side out. Use a knitting 
needle or point turner to push out the corners.
wHandstitch the opening closed using a slip 
stitch. Press the runner using a pressing cloth.

For explanations oF  
terms + techniques used 

click here For our   
sewing Basics online

FabriC 
—  ½ yd (45.5 cm) of dupioni silk (main border 

fabric)
—1⁄8 yd (11.5 cm) each of 5 different silk fabrics 
— 1 yd (91.5 cm) of 45" (114 .5 cm) wide 100% 

rayon to match border fabric (for back of 
runner)

—1 yd (91.5 cm) of sew-in interfacing
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FabriC
— Queen-size Indian printed cotton flat sheet 

(commonly 90" x 102" [2.3 x 2.6 m])
— 5 yd (4.6 m) of rayon or cotton (at least 54" 

[137 cm] wide) for shams and underside of 
duvet (Contrast)

— 34" x 16½" (86.5 x 42 cm) piece of silk  
douppioni (optional) 

Other SupplieS
— All-purpose thread to match the sheet and 

Contrast fabric
— Contrasting or metallic thread to match silk 

douppioni (optional)
— 20" (51 cm) each of assorted trims for pillow 

sham (shown here: silk ribbon, sequins, 
cording, and braid)

— Matching or metallic thread to attach trims
— Handsewing needle
— Clear acrylic ruler
— Rotary cutter and self-healing mat (optional)

For explanations oF  
terms + techniques used 

click here For our   
sewing Basics online

India cotton duvet 
cover + pillow sham
Take an inexpensive Indian 
block-printed sheet and trans-
form it into an exotic bed set. 
Use a bright fabric for the 
duvet back and coordinating 
pillow shams. Then add decora-
tive details with assorted trims 
on the shams and a silk panel 
in the duvet center.

FiniShed Size
Standard pillow shams 20" x 26" (51 x 66 cm); 
queen-size duvet cover shown is 89" x 95" (2.2 
x 2.4 m).

nOteS
— All seam allowances are ½" (1.3 cm) unless 

otherwise noted.
— Both comforter and flat sheet sizes marked 

as queen size can vary by manufacturer. To 
ensure that your duvet cover fits properly 
or to customize the cover to a different size 
comforter, measure the length and width 
of your comforter and adjust the cutting 
dimensions (and/or consider a smaller or 
larger flat sheet), if necessary. If you are 
using a flat sheet for the duvet cover, be 
sure to check the dimensions in addi-
tion to the marked size. Down and down 
alternative comforters are quite squishy 
and will fit easily into a cover with slightly 
smaller dimensions, but you don’t want 
the cover to be overly large because this 
can cause the comforter to slide around 
(a little extra space is okay). If your sheet 
is not quite large enough for the cover you 
wish to make, consider adding a border of a 
coordinating fabric to obtain the necessary 
measurements for the cover front.

— Prewash all washable fabrics. Prewash the 
Indian printed sheet alone in case the fabric 
dyes run. The specified width of the rayon 
or cotton fabric (for the shams and duvet 
underside) accounts for shrinkage.

Cut Out FabriC
1Find a large area such as a dining room 
table or floor space to lay out your fabric for 
cutting. Using a rotary cutter and self-healing 
mat or scissors and a clear acrylic ruler, mea-
sure and cut two panels, each 45½" wide x 97" 
long (1.15 x 2.5 m), from the Contrast fabric 
for the underside of the duvet. For the pillow 
shams, cut two 27" wide x 21" long (68.5 x 
53.5 cm) pieces (front panels), two 11 ¾" wide 
x 21" long (30 x 53.5 cm) pieces (back panel 
A), and two 20¼" wide x 21" long (51.5 x 53.5 
cm) pieces (back panel B) from the Contrast 
fabric.
2Cut ten ties 2" wide x 9" long (5 x 23 cm) 
from the Contrast fabric.

aSSeMble duVet
3Place the two Contrast panels right sides 
together, matching up all edges, and machine 
stitch along one 97" (2.5 m) side. You have now 
created the underside panel. Press the seam 
allowances open and set aside.
4 If desired, center the silk douppioni rectan-
gle on the right side of the Indian cotton sheet 
(position the silk vertically along the length of 
the sheet). Pin in place. Use a decorative or 

http://www.sewdaily.com/media/p/101.aspx
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zigzag machine stitch and contrasting or me-
tallic thread to topstitch (see Sewing Basics) 
the rectangle in place, stitching ¼" (6 mm) 
from the edge, around the entire perimeter of 
the silk rectangle. 
5Spread out the underside panel on a large, 
flat surface, with the right side facing up. Place 
the sheet on top, right side down, and match up 
all the edges (right sides will be together; the 
sheet may be longer than the underside panel, 
so if this is the case, simply match up one short 
edge and the excess will be trimmed in Step 7). If 
the sheet width doesn’t match up neatly with the 
underside panel, trim it to size equally on the two 
long sides. Pin together around the perimeter.
6Machine stitch around three sides, leaving one 
short (90" [2.3 m]) edge open; be sure to remove 
pins as you go. Press all seam allowances open. 
Clip the seam allowances at the corners.
7On the open end of the duvet, trim the cot-
ton sheet flush with the edge of the underside 
panel, if necessary. Fold over ½" (1.3 cm) to 
the wrong side on the sheet and the under-
side panel at the open edge and press, then 
fold another 1" (2.5 cm) to the wrong side and 
press again to make a neat hem all the way 
around. Pin the hem in place, then topstitch 
all the way around the open edge, ¼" (6 mm) 
from the inner fold (your stitching will be 
about ¾" [2 cm] from the outer edge). 

attaCh tieS
8On one tie (cut in Step 2), fold ½" (1.3 
cm) to the wrong side on each short edge 
and press. Now, fold over each long edge 
½" (1.3 cm) to the wrong side so that the 
raw edges meet in the middle and press 
(figure 1). Then, fold the tie in half length-
wise, enclosing the raw edges, and press 
(figure 2). Pin along the tie to hold the folds 
in place and then edgestitch (see Sew-
ing Basics) along both short sides and the 
long open side to finish the tie; begin with 
one short edge and pivot 90 degrees at the 
corner with the needle down, sew down the 
long end, and then pivot at the next corner 
as before and sew along the remaining short 
edge (this will create a continuous stitch 
line). Repeat the entire step for each of the 
remaining ties.
9Place the hemmed duvet cover opening in 
front of you with the sheet on top (with the 
duvet cover still inside out). *Take five of the 
completed ties and distribute them evenly 
along the hemmed edge of the sheet, posi-
tioning one short edge of each tie ¾" (2 cm) 
above the edge (this will leave a little more 
than 7" [18 cm] of each tie hanging down past 
the edge of the duvet cover). Pin each tie in 
place on the sheet only. Turn the duvet cover 
over so that the underside panel is now on top 
and repeat from *, matching up the placement 
of each tie with those on the front (sheet) side. 
0Using a small zigzag stitch, sew each tie 
in place by sewing across the tie, about ¼" to 
½" (6 mm to 1.3 cm) from the edge. Be sure 

to stitch back and forth over each tie a couple 
of times to secure it firmly in place. The duvet 
cover is finished!

SeW triMS tO pillOW ShaM FrOntS
-Depending on the type of trims you chose, 
you can probably machine stitch them in 
place, but if they are lacy or delicate trims 
you may have to handstitch them instead. 
With one front panel (27" x 21" [68.5 x 
53.5 cm]) facing right side up, pin the first 
trim in place about 2½" (6.5 cm) from one 
short edge. Machine or handstitch in place 
(to machine stitch, use a zigzag or straight 
stitch, or other desired decorative stitch; 
to handstitch you can simply use a running 
stitch or a more decorative embroidery 
stitch as desired). Place each additional 
trim ½" (1.3  cm) from the previous one and 
machine or handstitch in place as before. 
(The sequin string and openwork braid 
shown in the sample were handstitched in 
place, while the wider trims were machine-
stitched in place; if you are using a sequin 
string, use a whipstitch to secure it and hide 
the stitches between the sequins. Cut off 
any excess trim flush with the edge of the 
fabric. Repeat the entire step to attach the 
trims to the second pillow front. If the trims 
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figure 2

are directional, be sure to make one left 
sham and one right sham. (See detail photo 
above right.)

aSSeMble pillOW ShaM
=On one 21" (53.5 cm) edge of each back 
panel piece (both As and Bs), fold ¼" (6 mm) 
to the wrong side and press, then fold another 
¼" (6 mm) to the wrong side on each and 
press again. Edgestitch along the inner fold 
on each panel (your stitching will be just shy 
of ¼" [6 mm] from the outer edge).
qTo assemble a sham, place one front panel 
right side up in front of you. *Place one back 
panel A on top, right side down (right sides 
together), aligning it along the embellished 
short edge of the front panel and with the 
hemmed edge facing toward the middle. 
Repeat from * to place one back panel B, 
aligning it along the opposite short edge; the 
two back panels will overlap by about 4" (10 
cm). Pin and then stitch around the entire 
perimeter. Use a serger, pinking shears, or 
zigzag stitch to finish the seam allowances 
and prevent fraying. Clip the corners, turn the 
sham right side out through the back panels, 
and push out the corners. Repeat the entire 
step to create the second sham. 
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denim throw 

There are so many shades of 
denim fabric—but whatever 
blue you choose, denim’s weight 
and generous width makes it 
perfect for a cozy throw or cov-
erlet. Get creative and design it 
like at modern canvas with  
appliquéd fabric graphics.

FabriC
— 2 yd (1.8 m) of 60" (152.5 cm) wide dark blue 

stretch denim 
— 3⁄8 yd (34.3 cm) of 60" (152.5 cm) wide light 

blue stretch denim
— 2 yd (1.8 cm) of 60" (152.5 cm) wide printed 

polyester fleece for backing
— 8 assorted print cotton fat quarters  

(18" x 22" [45.5 x 56 cm] each)

Other SupplieS
— Coordinating and contrasting all-purpose 

sewing threads and quilting threads

— 2 yd (1.8 m) of 1" (2.5 cm) wide rayon gros-
grain ribbon with grommets or similar trim 
(shown: black)

— 1 yd (91.5 cm) of 1½" (3.8 cm) wide rayon 
grosgrain ribbon (shown: dark gold)

— 1½ yd of 1½" (3.8 cm) wide rayon grosgrain 
ribbon in contrasting color (shown:maroon)

— 7" (18 cm) of 5⁄8" (1.5 cm) wide rayon 

http://www.sewdaily.com/media/p/101.aspx
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grosgrain ribbon with stitch edging (shown: 
turquoise)

— 2 yd (1.8 cm) of zipper-by-the-yard (shown: 
black)

— Tailor’s chalk or removable fabric marker
— 9" (23 cm) diameter cake pan, plate, or 

other round item to trace around
— Zipper foot for sewing machine
— Point turner (optional)
— Handsewing needle

FiniShed Size
56" wide x 70" long (142 x 178 cm) 

nOteS
— All seam allowances are 5⁄8" (1.5 cm)  

unless otherwise noted.
— To determine the placement of trims and 

appliqués, lay the denim top on a large table 

or the floor and pin everything in place, re-
ferring to the diagram above for assistance.

Cut the FabriC
1 Cut a 57" x 71" (145 x 180 cm) rectangle 
from the dark denim, keeping the corners 
square and the edges straight. 
2 Cut a 57" x 71" (145 x 180 cm) rectangle 
from the fleece backing fabric. 

appliqué & prepare the quilt tOp
3 The dark denim top is divided into three 
lengthwise sections by long strips of gros-
grain trim and zipper-by-the-yard. The two 
widest pieces of grosgrain combine with a 
short horizontal strip to create a stair step 
near the center. The zipper and grommet 
trims are placed on either side of the center 
grosgrain strip. Refer to the diagram above  
for the measurements used in the sample; 
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alternatively, lay the trims on the dark denim, 
placing them as desired, and measure from 
each trim strip to the nearest edge at two or 
more places to ensure the lines are straight. 
Pin each trim to the denim, tucking the 
interior ends of the wide grosgrain ribbons 
under the horizontal ribbon so the raw edges 
are covered. Trim the ends of the horizontal 
ribbon at an angle. 
4 With tailor’s chalk, trace the outer edge 
of the cake pan onto the light denim and cut 
along the line to create a circle. Slip the denim 
circle under the grommet trim, centering it, 
and pin to the denim. Edgestitch both edges of 
each trim to the denim, using a straight stitch 
and contrasting threads. Stitch the zipper 
along the tape edge, then stitch again close to 
the zipper teeth. Use a zipper foot to stitch the 
zipper and grommet trims. Use a tight satin 
stitch or zigzag (2.0 mm wide and 0.3–0.5 mm 
wide) to finish the cut ends of the horizontal 
ribbon to limit fraying. All other trim ends will 
be hidden under the horizontal ribbon or in 
the seam allowances.
5 Trace the outer edge of the cake pan and 
cut to create one circle from each of the 
fat quarters. Fold each print fabric circle in 
half, wrong sides together, and press. Lay 
the half-circles on the denim top as shown 
in the diagram or arrange them as you like, 
carefully abutting the fold in each half-circle 
against the adjacent trim edge. Pin the circles 
in place. Hand-baste the half-circles and the 
denim circle near their edges; remove the 
pins. Stitch each half-circle and the denim 
circle to the throw with contrasting threads, 
using a wide satin stitch (3.0–3.5 mm wide and 
0.3–0.4 mm long) on the circular edges and a 
straight stitch along the folded edge of each 
circle. Position the satin stitches near the 
curved edges but not covering them, so the 
edges can fray gently for a bit of extra texture. 
Remove the basting stitches.

attaCh the baCking
6 Pin the right sides of the fleece backing and 
the denim top together. Trim the backing and 
square up the edges, if necessary, to ensure 
that the raw edges match and the throw will 
be smooth. Stitch the layers together, leaving 
a gap in the top edge open, using quilting 
thread (heavier than all-purpose thread for 
extra durability). When finished stitching, trim 
the seam allowances diagonally at the corners 
to reduce bulk.
7 Turn the entire throw right side out, using 
the point turner to make clean points on the 
corners. Smooth out the entire throw and 
press the edges, pressing the seam allow-
ances to the wrong side along the gap. Pin the 
folded edges at the gap and slipstitch to close. 
Topstitch ½" (1.3 cm) from the edge around 
the entire throw, pivoting at the corners for a 
continuous stitch line.
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chrysanthemum pillow
Create instant elegance with an Asian-inspired 
silk pillow featuring a ruffled flower centerpiece. 
Use gathered lengths of ribbon yarn to create 
spiral ruffles and luxurious texture, then add  
a contrasting fabric on the pillow back for a  
tie closure.

For explanations oF  
terms + techniques used 

click here For our   
sewing Basics online

http://www.sewdaily.com/media/p/101.aspx
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FabriC
—1 yd (91.5 cm) of douppioni silk 
— ½ yd (46 cm) of douppioni silk in a  

contrasting color 

Other SupplieS
— 55 yd (50.3 m) of 1" (2.5 cm) wide ribbon or 

ribbon yarn (shown: Trendsetter Yarns Cha 
Cha [47% wool, 47% acrylic,  
6% polyamide]; 66 yd; 1 skein)

— All-purpose thread to match main fabric
—19" (48.5 cm) square pillow form
—Handsewing needle
—Tailor’s chalk or fabric pencil
—Point turner

nOteS 
— All seam allowances are ½" (1.3 cm) unless 

otherwise noted.
— Adjust the tension on your machine for  

sewing on lightweight silk to avoid pucker-
ing. Practice on a fabric scrap before start-
ing the project.

FiniShed Size 19" × 19" (48.5 × 48.5 cm)

Cut Out FabriC
1 Cut one 20½" (52 cm) square (pillow front), 
one 12½" × 20½" (31.5 × 52 cm) piece (pillow 
back A), and one 9" × 20½" (23 × 52 cm) piece 
(pillow back B) from the main fabric.

2 Cut one 16" × 20½" (40.5 × 52 cm) piece 
(pillow back C) from the contrasting fabric.

3 Cut two 7½" × 2" (19 × 5 cm) pieces from 
the main fabric for ties.

Create FlOWer ruFFle
4 Cut the ribbon into manageable strips (around 
60" [152.5 cm] each). With your handsewing nee-
dle and thread, baste (see Stitch Glossary, page 
58) one of the ribbon strips along the length, ½" 
(1.3 cm) from one edge. When you get to the end 
of the strip, pull the thread to gather the ribbon 
in a loose ruffle, then secure the thread. Repeat 
basting and gathering for all the remaining rib-
bon strips; set aside. 

5 Using tailor’s chalk or fabric pencil, mark a 
13½" (34.5 cm) diameter circle (I used a round 

charger plate as a guide) on the right side of 
your pillow front fabric square. This will be the 
outer edge of your flower.

6 Take a gathered ribbon strip and pin it all 
along the edge of the circle, once around, plac-
ing the non-gathered edge of the ribbon along 
the circle line. Leave any remaining ribbon 
strip unpinned until you have sewn around the 
circle once. Topstitch along the ribbon ¼" (6 
mm) from the gathered edge. As soon as you 
have made your way around the circle once, 
continue to pin the remaining length of the rib-
bon strip, spiraling in and layering the ribbon 
as you go, then stitch it in place. Be sure to 
place each new layer of ribbon so that it over-
laps the layer before it and none of the fabric 
shows through between the layers. Continue 
adding ribbon strips in a layered spiral until you 
have a 3" (7.5 cm) diameter center fabric circle 
remaining.  

7 To create the center of the flower, take 
a gathered ribbon strip and coil the strip in 
a continuous circle around itself to form a 
rosette that is wide enough to fill the center 
circle of the flower. Baste the base of the ro-
sette to keep it coiled. Whipstitch the rosette 
in place in the center of your flower. 

8 Check to make sure all your flower ruffles 
are secure by running your hands through the 
ruffles. Handstitch any areas that are not fully 
stitched down.  

prepare pillOW baCk pieCeS
9 Fold pillow back C in half lengthwise  
(wrong sides together) so that you have a  
piece measuring 8" × 20½" (20.5 × 52 cm). Pin 
the folded piece (the side where the two raw 
edges meet) to pillow back B along the 20½" 
(52 cm) lengths, right sides together. Stitch 
all three fabric edges together. Use the zigzag 
stitch on your sewing machine to stitch along 
the seam allowances (held together), close to 
their seamline, to minimize fraying. Trim  
the seam allowances to reduce bulk and  
press all seam allowances to one side. 

0 With right side facing up and the con-
trasting fabric (pillow back C) on the right, 
topstitch along the seam on the main fabric 
(pillow back B), 1" (2.5 cm) to the left of the 
seam.

- Using pillow back A, fold the 12½" (31.5 
cm) side under 4" (10 cm) and press. Zigzag 
stitch along the raw edge of the folded-under 
edge to minimize fraying. With right side fac-
ing up, topstitch 1" (2.5 cm) in from the fold 
along the 12½" (31.5 cm) length.

Create tieS 
= To create ties, take one of the 7½" × 2" (19 × 
5 cm) pieces and fold it in half lengthwise, right 
sides together, so you have a 1" (2.5 cm) wide 
strip.  

q Machine stitch along one short edge and the 
long edge with a 1⁄8" (3 mm) seam allowance, 

leaving the other short edge unstitched. Clip 
the corners. Use a point turner to turn the tie 
right side out and poke out the corners. 

w Repeat Steps 12 and 13 for the second tie. 
On the large pillow back piece (B and C seamed 
together), pin a tie in the center of the piece 9¾" 
(25 cm) from either end, with the open edge of 
the tie lined up along the inside of the top-
stitching and the rest of the tie lying toward the 
contrasting fabric. Fold in the edges of the short 
edge of the tie and topstitch a rectangle (about 
5⁄8" × 7⁄8" [1.5 × 2.2 cm], keeping the stitching 1⁄8" 
[3 mm] from the edge) along the edge of the tie, 
securing the tie to the back piece. 

e Repeat Step 14 to attach the second tie to 
the remaining pillow back piece, attaching the 
tie along the topstitched line. The long end 
of the tie will be facing toward the fabric fold 
(hanging off the pillow back piece).

aSSeMble pillOW
r Place the pillow front on the table right 
side up. Place the smaller pillow back piece 
on top of the pillow front, right sides facing, 
and matching up the raw edges so that the tie 
is facing toward the middle of the pillow; pin 
the raw edges together. With right sides to-
gether, place the larger pillow back piece with 
the contrasting fabric in place on the opposite 
side of the pillow front so that it overlaps the 
other pillow back by about 4" (10 cm). Again, 
match up the raw edges so that the tie is fac-
ing toward the middle of the pillow and pin in 
place.

t Machine stitch around the perimeter of the 
pillow. Zigzag stitch the seam allowances to 
minimize fraying.

y Turn the finished pillow cover right side 
out through the back panels. Insert the pillow 
form and tie the ties in a simple knot.

reSOurCeS Trendsetter Yarns Cha Cha rib-
bon yarn can be found at your local yarn store 
or trendsetteryarns.com.
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cute-as-a-button pillow 
Layer small coordinating buttons for a modern detail that turns 
a plain linen pillow into a stylish room accent. Add simple 
knife pleats and a tea-dyed background for the buttons and 
then stuff it with 100% cotton filling.

For explanations oF  
terms + techniques used 

click here For our   
sewing Basics online

FabriC
— ¾ yd (68 cm) of medium-weight linen for 

main pillow fabric
— ½ yd (46 cm) of medium-weight linen in a 

contrasting color 

Other SupplieS
— Various buttons in coordinating shades 

(scrapbooking stores are a great place to 
find packs of small coordinating buttons)

— All-purpose thread to match main fabric
—100% cotton stuffing
—Clear acrylic ruler
—Tailor’s chalk or fabric pencil
— 10" (25.5 cm) diameter embroidery hoop 

(optional)

—Handsewing needle
—Pressing cloth

FiniShed Size
11" × 18" (28 × 45.5 cm)

nOteS
— All seam allowances are ½" (1.3 cm) unless 

otherwise noted.
— Can’t find the perfect natural shade of linen? 

Try tea dyeing. Brew two cups of tea, let the 
tea steep for a couple of minutes, then soak 
a piece of white linen in it for 5 to 10 minutes. 
Ta da! The perfect sepia-toned shade of linen 
to match the buttons. Try the same idea with 
fruity herbal teas for varying colors.

Cut Out FabriC
1 Cut a 12" × 34½" (30.5 × 87.5 cm) piece 
from the main fabric for the pillow front. Cut a 
12" × 19" (30.5 × 48.5 cm) piece from the main 
fabric for the pillow back. 

Create buttOn detail
2 Using the clear acrylic ruler, mark a 
5¾" × 7¾" (14.5 × 19.5 cm) rectangle on the 
contrasting fabric with a fabric pencil (do not 
mark this along the edge of the fabric; leave 
enough fabric around the rectangle to secure 
the fabric in the 10" [25.5 cm] embroidery 
hoop). Along one short side, mark a line ½" 
(1.3 cm) inside the rectangle (running all the 
way along and parallel to the edge. On the 
remaining three sides, mark a line ¼" (6 mm) 
inside the rectangle as before. These are your 
seam allowances. 
3 To make it easier to sew on all the buttons, 

http://www.sewdaily.com/media/p/101.aspx
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fig 1               Cute as a Button

fig 2

fig 1               Cute as a Button

put the contrasting fabric in an embroi-
dery hoop with the drawn rectangle evenly 
centered. Be careful not to pull the fabric too 
tightly in the hoop to avoid puckering.
4 With a handsewing needle and thread, 
begin sewing your buttons in the center of the 
rectangle, keeping them at least ½" (1.3 cm) 
away from the seam allowance lines. Layer 
the buttons as you go, randomly distributing 
button sizes and colors. 
5 When you are finished sewing buttons, cut 
the fabric to the size of the outside rectangle 
markings. Fold under the three ¼" (6 mm) 
seam allowances and press. Set aside.

Create kniFe pleatS
6 Place your larger pillow front fabric right 
side up, and starting from one short end, 
mark a line 1½" (3.8 cm) from the edge (run-
ning all the way along and parallel to the short 
edge). Mark 22 more lines, each 1" (2.5 cm) 
apart. These will determine the size and posi-
tion of your pleats.
7 Beginning at the second line (toward the 
middle of the fabric piece), fold the fabric over 
(with right sides together) along the line and 
finger press, then fold it back over (with wrong 
sides together) along the next line (figure 1); 
secure with pins at the top, middle, and bot-
tom of the fold. To make the next pleat, skip 
a line and fold the fabric over along the next 
line, then fold it back over along the next line 
(don’t skip one this time); this will place the 
edge of your next fold along the line previously 
skipped so that there is 1" (2.5 cm) between 
the first two pleats (figure 2). Continue 

creating these "accordion" folds in the same 
manner, pinning at the top, middle, and bot-
tom of each fold to secure as you go. Continue 
folding pleats until you have 1" (2.5 cm) left 
at the end. Using a pressing cloth, iron the 
pleated folds in place. 
8 Baste ¼" (6 mm) from the top and bottom 
edges of the pillow front to secure the pleats 
in place. 
9 With a handsewing needle and thread, tack 
the pleats at three evenly spaced points along 
each pleat to hold it in place. To tack, pick 
up a few threads on the underside of a pleat 
near the edge but far enough back to remain 
hidden, then pick up a few threads on the top 
of the opposite pleat (make sure it will still be 
hidden under the top pleat). Keeping the stitch 
slightly loose, pick up a few threads on the 
underside of the top pleat again, then tie off 
and use the needle to thread the tail through 
the pleat for a short distance. Bring the needle 
out and cut the thread against the pleat so 
that the tail will retreat into the fabric with a 
gentle tug. 

aSSeMble pillOW
0 On the pillow front piece (with right side 
facing), pin the button detail (right side up) 
opposite the pleated side, centering the ½" 
(1.3 cm) seam allowance side of the detail on 
the short side of the pillow front and lining up 
the raw edges. Make sure the ¼" (6 mm) seam 
allowances on the button detail piece are still 
folded under and then topstitch 1⁄8" (3 mm) from 
the edge on all three sides, turning at the cor-
ners without lifting the needle for a continuous 

stitch line.
- Place the pillow back fabric piece on top of 
the pillow front, right sides facing. Pin and then 
stitch around three sides of the pillow, leaving 
the short side with the button detail open. Clip 
the corners by cutting a triangle into the seam 
allowances at each corner with the point of the 
triangles pointing toward the seam; be careful 
not to cut through the seam or cut so closely 
that the fabric will fray through the seam. Turn 
right side out through the opening.
= Stuff the pillow with cotton stuffing. Be 
careful not to overstuff so you don’t distort the 
pleats.
q Fold in the remaining ½" (1.3 cm) seam 
allowances and hand stitch the pillow closed 
using a slip stitch.
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